West Middle School
Aurora Public Schools
Aurora, Colorado

     In the fall semester of the 1998-99 school year I was contacted by two instructors at West Middle School.  They made up a 2 person team of 6th graders.  Although West Middle School is in a suburb of Denver, it’s makeup is similar to that of an inner city school.  The two instructors (Dwayne Pillard and Joan Oakes) were confused as to what to do with the extreme variation in reading grade levels for their incoming students.  They contacted me because they had heard what I had done for Hartenbach High School and because I had taught at West for 12 years. 
     The students in their class varied in reading ability from 0.1 to 9.4 reading level based upon the spring 1998 Gates-McGinitie Reading Assessment.  The class average was  4.324.  I provided them with access to the reading portion of the Extralearning program for grades 1st through 9th grade and instructed the teachers on how to use the program.  They used it for 50 minutes a day in place of their regular reading class.  

     Whenever I visited their classroom during the year, the students were on task, and either working one-on-one with an instructor or in small groups.  But each time, they were definitely on task.  During one of my visits, it was requested that I bring over the 10th and 11th grade reading materials.  

     At the end of the school year, the teachers presented me with the following results:

· None of the students in their class went down on their post-test scores, which was once again the Gates-MacGinitie assessment (district required).

· At the beginning of the year, the class average reading level was 4.324

· At the end of the year, the class average reading level was 7.128

· The class average reading gain was 2.804 grade level gains.

· At the beginning of the year, 12% of the class was reading at 6th grade level 

· At the end of the year, 44% of the class was reading at 7th grade level with another 12% within three months of being at grade level.

· At the beginning of the year,  8% of the students were reading at a high school level, with the highest being at 9.4

· At the end of the year, 20% of the students were reading at the high school level with the highest being at 12.6 

· 8% of the students showed no gain at all. 

· 8% of the students showed a grade level gains of less than 1 year. 

· 84% of the students showed a grade level gain of over one year

· 68% of the students showed a grade level gain of over 2 years

· 46% of the students showed a grade level gain of over 3 years

     And all this was done by using the Extralearning program exclusively in place of their daily reading class for one 50 minute period per day.  After it was over, I had a parent (of one of the students reading at a high school level) come up to me and brag about how great the program that Mr. Pillard and Ms. Oakes used at West and how I should use it in my school.  She said it not only worked with the lower level students but also allowed higher skilled students to advance as far as they could.

     This chart represents the class which the teachers worked with.  I have changed the names to initials.  The chart provides both the Initial Assessments score in grade levels which was given in the spring of 1998, the post test score which was given in grade levels in the spring of 1999, and the grade level gains made by each of the students.  Mr. Pillard and Ms. Oaks did not include the students that entered the school after January 1, 1999, because there were no initial scores for them.  But even those students were able to show gains, that data was not provided to me in fear of skewing the data.
	West Middle School Extralearning Results


	Student Name (Initials)

	Pre-test Reading Grade Level

	Post-test Reading Grade Level

	Grade Level Gain


	aa

	5.0
	8.4
	3.4

	bl

	5.8
	12.6
	6.8

	bl
	4.2
	8.1
	3.9

	ab
	5.3
	9.5
	4.2

	kc
	1.7
	3.4
	1.7

	dc
	9.4
	9.5
	0.1

	jc
	9.1
	12.6
	3.5

	td
	3.4
	8.4
	5.0

	jd
	3.4
	3.4
	0.0

	me
	2.3
	5.3
	3.0

	af
	5.5
	5.8
	0.3

	gf
	1.7
	5.3
	3.6

	lg
	2.1
	6.6
	4.5

	cg
	5.3
	7.6
	2.3

	jg
	3.4
	6.6
	3.2

	bm
	4.6
	6.3
	1.7

	pm
	5.3
	6.3
	1.0

	en
	4.6
	5.8

	1.2

	dn
	4.6
	7.4
	2.8

	jp
	2.4
	6.6
	4.2

	re
	1.6
	5.3
	3.7

	es
	7.4
	10.5
	3.1

	nv
	4.4
	4.4
	0.0

	vj
	0.1
	4.4
	4.3

	jp
	5.5
	8.1
	2.6

	Average

	4.324
	7.128
	2.804


	


