 


Fact Sheet
RFT Mission Statement

To improve the three A’s of academic success-Attitude, Attendance, and Achievement in rising high school youth in order to increase the size of the qualified applicant pool for college and  professional careers.
REACH FOR TOMORROW GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The immediate goal for Reach for Tomorrow students is to improve their academic performance – measured in terms of grades, attitude, and attendance. RFT has identified seven essential measurable, sustainable, and achievable outcomes:  

1) Students will achieve a grade of “B” or higher in all academic subjects in the two years following the summer program experience. Adult mentors will intervene 8 times annually at mid and final grading periods to monitor their performance.
2) Students will make a commitment to improve attendance when this has been a problem in the past.  Mentors will track attendance for all RFT participants.

3) Students not currently at grade-level will complete an academic enrichment and Pre-SAT prep course.  

4) All students agree to take a PSAT/SAT preparation class (9th /10th grade).  

5) Every student will develop a written résumé by 9th grade and maintain it throughout high school.  This will help students focus on recording academic and personal achievements.  

6) All students agree to complete longitudinal evaluations for the program.

7) Every students must complete at least 25 hours of community service prior to attending the summer program. This is their initial,“personal investment” in their future
REACH FOR TOMORROW SPONSORS

RFT received the following commitments for 2004 programs: The Twin Cities Education Foundation, The Chicago Public School System and The Bulls Scholars Program , The Freddie Mac Foundation , The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, Friendship Edison Collegiate Academy , IDEA Public Charter school, the Jenesis Foundation , Nortel Networks, and the Boeing Company.  
RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
· In 2004, RFT offered a 3-day reading skills workshop taught by an instructor from the USAF Academy Prep School and attended by seventy 8th graders from the Washington, DC area.
· 20 Native American Montanan youth and adults, 25 participants from Detroit, MI, 210 students from the Washington metropolitan area and 30 East Chicago youth participated in weeklong science-based summer academies in July and August 2004.  Programs were held at the University of California, San Diego, San Jose State University,  Old Dominion University, Western Florida University, and the U.S. Naval Academy. 
· 2003 programs- 150 student participants have already demonstrated an improvement in academics, attendance, and attitude, as measured by RFT evaluations. 95% now have a better understanding of the relevance of  high school and college to their future.
· RFT was awarded $500,000 in Federal Appropriations for use in the District of Columbia.
· The DC Public Schools Professional Development Office officially approved “SEAT” credits for DCPS teachers who serve as RFT mentors if they agree to follow-up with students over a two-year period and attend RFT training workshops.
· 60% of RFT volunteers are parents of the participating students.  Parental involvement is critical to the success of the program.

















